RAJPUT AGE

((From 750 A.D. to 1200 A.D.))

A

-

" Origin of Rajputs and Prominent
Rajput Dynasties

The mid of the Tth cenfury AT3,,
predent o changing scenarloy and
carves aul cenain amaging facs. The
suzerainty of Harsha Vanthan over
the entire Morth India was a land
martk in Indian hisinry. The way he
biowpht under bis sway, diffescot
srares to cstablish one orzanised scaic
wias remarkahle feasi bhot in the
absence of able and worthy swoces-
sars, the entire morih India was divis
ded into small estates and il remained
divided 1ill 12th cemiurv. In the
meantime, many small estales sprang
up in western Indin, All of these
eslates were Called “Hajput eslales
and ihe moin region where ihe Rojput
dynasiies ruled was, in course af
time, desigoated as Rajasthan, The
Rajpaits were brave, fearbess and self-
respeclting peaple. I is difficull o
irace as 10 who were the Rajputs and
haw did they rise fo power. The
histarzans have propounded a nuniber
af theories regarding their origin,
Main principle theories of thear origin
which can be relied on are as under—

1. Foreign Origin

Thers a5 accasional reference (o
the 'Guraras” in the recand of the
enrly perind which enahle us be trace
their existence as from the lagter part
af the sinth cenmry AJD. According
o Cunningham they were the des-
cordenis of the Bushans or Gushons.
AMT Jockson propounds apoiher
theary abouwl their origin, He points
aut tliat a tribe kiowi as the Khazars
lived in Sowh Armenea and Media in
the feurth eentury AL, The Arab
wiitees Believed that the Khazars
were Gen-repioms, A Georgian racdi-
tion relates that the Georglan kKing
Yakhtang (6%AT=500A1) led an
ammy g India. Abouw this tme the
white Huns also invaded India. It
smems that the Kharars alomg with

the Hun poused inbe India and seeiled.

Medieval India f &

There in the enrly years of the sixth
century A0, These Khazars were
ktown 1o the [ndizns as 'Gurjaras.’
2. Theory of Descent from
Kshatriya Heroes

Somne Indizn scholars do ot
apree 10 the theesy of forcazn origin
al Rajputs. They asseri ihat the oripin
af Rajpuis came from Suryavanshi
andd Chandravinshi Hhash!r]:,.'m.. Thi=
main promgonist of this theory ane
“aidyn and Qjha eic. They assem that
Anthropology, Twems and olher
Mcors emphosize opon the fact thot
the origin of Rajpis has been from
ihe indigenous beroes and et from
Forcign rmces, They have sappared
their views as under—

{i} Many traditions of the Rajpuis
resemble the Aryan raditions.

(] The physical corstituteon of
Eonjputs is like Aryans.

{iii) The mabers of Mewar, Joipur
and Bikaner e, leel proud on their
Aryan ancesiry, They comsider them-

selves ns Suryavanshi or the descen-
dant af Kam.

(v} The fire worship among the
Rajputs came froom the Aryans and
nat froe the foreign races. The
Inclinn litemiEwre refers b fine worship
amang the Aryans befoce the sise of
Buddlizm. It was not a wadition
exclusively amang the frreignens.

{v) Likewise the traditions of
Soacrifice and Yajana exbsted among
the Aryuns,

3, Theory of Descent from
Original Inhabitants of
Indiu

Some scholars hold that the
cosres af Kajputs who mainly lived
near Windhyachal mouontain, bave
arigimaled from the omginal inhabi-

tamts of India. This theery is supported

by the fact that Chamdel Rojpues af
Bundelkhand originated from the
Gomds. The famous queen Durgawati
belenged to ihis Gond tribe, The
moberm historians do nol pive any
impartance 1o this theory althoogh
thare are mony supponing proofs,

4. Origin from Fire (Agni-
EKund)

This theory was propounded by
Chandbardai in has book ‘Prithyvisa)
Rasn', Accondimg 1o this iheory snme
Rajput clans belicve thai their Tose-
falhers were hom from the hasly Tire
bumt en the Abu Mouneains. Aceord-
ing 10 it when Parshoram killed all
Kshatriyas amd there remainad no
Kshatriya on the earth 1o prowect the
Brihmins, the Brahmins bumt haly
fire on mount Abu and performed
Yajno for forty days. They prayed o
God 1o gramt them for their sscurity a
heroig race. Uliimately their proyes
vielded resulis and Four heroes were
borm of the Apnd Kond {Tie place].
These four henoes founded four Lire-
ape ol Chauhans, Chaluk yas, Parmars
and Pratihars. Some historians do not
apree 1o 0l They asserl the possihality
af a big Yajma perfomed on mount
Abu for converiing ihe foreign meoes
to Hmaduism, Mo proofs have been
avnilahle to support 1his vizw. And so
e origin of Bagpurs is siull a copina-
VEraY.

5. Most Mausible Theory of
Mixed Origin

Thowgh all the abewve menlionsd
thearics have some uth, sl o
amgle theory compleicly sanshics the
historians, Histerians like Va4, Smith
coenclisde ihat, “Hajput is a mixed
race,” Some E".IF""" ciastes were The
descendants of foreign agprecssars
like Saka. Kushians and Hung and
some were lhe deccends ol ancient
Kshairiva clans who could wicld
sword elficiently and fouaghl in the
baitle ficld with extraosdinary cowr-
ape, bepan wo be called as Rajpuis
transformed imto o social group were
the Eajpats.
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RhSIl'I'R:"LK ur
DYNASTY

eighhours of the
Traikuiokas were the Rahtrakulas
whi rose i0bn prominesce during the
[ast quarier nf the 4th centory AL
Their nciginal heme was Laitaluri.
maderm Lotur i the {lamanaba! dis-
trict of Maharashira. The founder of
the dymasty s cgid 1o be Manmaroja
whiee rule extended from 6 AD o
&50 AD. He selecied the eaghe as the
insignin of the Tamily, which was
aceepted by his SUCCESSONS. Nanaraja
wag succeeded by Dantivarman,
who ruled from G635 AD 10 700 AL,
Danlivarman ws succeeded by his
sem and prandson. His gramdson was
suceeeded by his son Karkkaraja
Voraa TN AT tn TIS ATV He was

Tha southern 0

(OVIMOH LB

Warthy
Govinda 1l w
he practically
i the care o
[hruava.

Dhruva

Dhriva, scrved his clier brother
Gavinda 11 faithfully as a governor al
Nasik and Khandesh. But his ambi-
tion compelled him o seize 1he
throne for himself. He mied from TED
AD to 793 AD. He wanted to rule
aver the entie Northern India. He
defented Valsaraja, the Prolihara
ruler. He also defeated Dharmapala
af the Pala dynasty. The ruler of
Vengl was humbled. He brought the
Eashirakuli power to its zenith,

son of Erishna L.
g o fun loving king anid
j=fi the whole empire
[ his younger brother

Rarmeshwardm. P suss tes=—-_,
gundelkhand. He led an expedition

1o Malwa. He usurped a large part of
Chola Kingdom.

Kotting

[During his reign. Parmara king
Singaka reached palked, in Rashtri-
kuta capital. he imperial capital was
eompletely ransacked.

Karakka Il

Taila 11, who was as feudatory of
the Rashirakutas revolted in 973 Al
and defeated Karakka 1l In 975 AD.
It was under these circumstances that
the Rashirakutas disappearsd from
the history.

ADMINISTRATION
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Willape administration was car-
ied om by the village beadman and
the village accountont, The headman
wis responsible for malntaining Law
and arder. The headman had a lecal
militin at his disposal,

MilEtary

The Rashirakweras were wery
armhilimes anmd no wender they did all
that 1hey coukld 1o make (heir military
machine powerful and effient. The
mitintainsd big and powerlul armipes
ful il their aspirations,

Hevenue

In Rashirakuta zrnpire, ihere
WEre gLany SoUrccs of revenuc.
Jedainr=s contrihated Theit share in
the form of wibutes. Besides, land tax
brisueh im i huge amaunt ol maoney.
It wasx me-fourth of the pracuce.
Tomes on fruits, vepedables cte. were
abun ol lec el

Religion(s)

The worship of Siva and Vichro
Wik :|1n|'|||.'|.'|r Re=sides, many Brahma.-
micnl sacrifices were performed
during This perind. Temples were
constmueted to instal images. The
only imporiand lemple of this pesind
iv Shiva lermple @ [Ellore. Jainism
wis patronised by Amoghavarcha 1,
bt Buddhism had siinessed o sleep
fall durimg this period.

Art

The Eashirakutas made a
eplendid coatnbution o the Indian
urt. The mack-cul shrin=s ot Tilhra and
Elephanta belons to this peciod. The
temple of Kailaza ar Ellorn is the
masl exiensive and sempliaus. The
sculpiured pancls of Dasovatara,
Bhairava, Bavana shaking. The
moewnt Kailasa, damcing Shiva,
Vishnu and Loxmi lislening b music
are superh.

GURJAR PRATIHARAS

The Frafihars, iy which Mag-
bhatia 11 belonged, appears ta have
been of foreign extraction, Indeed the
Phrase “CGurjara — Pratibaranvayah™
i.¢. Partihara clan of Gurjasas accur-
ing i the line foor of the Rajore
stane inscripticn indicates that they
were a hranch of the famons
Gurjaras. One of these central Astan
tribies pearest into Inelia.

Nedievil ITndis f &

Mapbhata [ was the first sipnifi-
canl ruler who started this dynasey.
He deferded the western Indin from
the cnslanght of the Arab myvaders.
He copiured the Guocjar stae af
Mandipur. He pave tn his successar o
mighty empire in which Malwa,
Rajpuaiana amil Gujarmd wers incloded.

Adier Mapghhatta [, Kakkuk anl
Deveaj ascended the throne but they
wers midl very inlluential rulers. The
son of Devraj named Vaotsaraj became
a pawerful King and be ascended the
throne i 778 AD. He inclwded
Maolwa ord Bajpuiana in his empire,
Vatzarny seimed the kinpgdam of the
Rhanddi pespple, which was perhaps
inchuded in Kannanj. He defeased the
muber of Benpal named Dharampal and

setred even his cniwn.

Taking advantage of the time,
the Eashrraki ruler Dhrova imvaded
upon Yalsara) and deleaied him. He
was forced 10 dake refupe in the
Desert. MNothing 15 koown  aboun
Vaisarnj afier he was defeated by
Dhruva. Possibly, bis emplse re-
mained centralized i Bajpurasa

The =on of Vatsarj, Naghhatt [0
mled from 2805 0 33 AD. He wied
in reimstile lhe Ionsl zlory ol the
Pratifar dbynasty. He was defeated by
the Rashirakut ruler Govind TI1.
HMaghhatt 11 defeated Chakeayudh of
Kannnuj, He copinred ihe hill fons of
the kings of Aavert, Malwa, Eirar.
Winga, Marsya and Tumashbea It is sabd
that Maphhatt [T went in hyhernation
due 1o fear of Govind 100, Tlse Pala
rilers got am apporturity b exien:d
their empire. Rambhadia, the soa of
Magbhair IT ascewded the throae after

him.

The son af Rambhadra named
Mihirbhaj ruled fram 836 AD. w0
885 AD. During the redgn of king
Bhoja, the Pratihara dynasty was af
the zemith of b2 glacy. Witlin & Few
vears he srrenpibeoed the cmplise 2nd
esiahlished his swrerainty upin the
repion of Himalaya. Laicr. he thouzhe
al laking revenprs with Devpala bt
his pride was shatiered away by
Devpala. Then, Bhaja ¢changed the
drection ol his expeditions lowands
south. He subjupated the regions of
Marmada. 1ln B67 A D be was defea
ted by the Rashizakut quler, Bihmva T1.
Mihithhnj had 10 wap= war upaa
Erizhaa 11 and the stouggle comamped
for a bong bime.

The Arabian suthor writcs abaut
Bho) that, “This king kEeeps a big
arrny. Mo king had such o best covolry
as his. Mo arther giate m [ndea was sofe
and secure from dse docedrs as his
wiake”

Aftes e, his son Mabesdeagal 1
muled from 825 w 210 A DL He con-
quereil a1 Tarpe porion of Bihar and
Bengal. It gcems that he suffered a
dbefeat al (he hands of the king of
Eoashimir.

After Mahendropal, his son
named Bhoj 11 ascended the throne,
bur his apep brothes Malipal deposed
him. Mahipal rulad from 912 10 944
AD. Dociog bis woure, loda 1T
desroye:d] Kannaa|. The Pala rulers
taok the advantase apd cxtended,
their kingdom on the casc bank of
river “Son. " Yel Mahipal again eutab.
lished his stranghold over his empice.

Afrer Mahipal's death, Rajyapol
suceessfully mled his Kingdom since
038 A He was the last famows king
of Pratthars dymasty. When the army
of Mahsud Ghazod entered the eity
of BKannauj he el away oul of lear.
Ghazoi not only plusdesed the eity
bt sl cleseroyed] hesilnl boildings
and femples. This act of cowardice
offended the Rajputs who killed him
arxl enthiromed has san Trlschamapala.
He top was defeated by Mohmud
Cilazor. Yashopal was pechaps, the
last muler of chis dynasty, The: Pratihar
kinpdom was divided among the
Chalulbvaz of Aohilwara, Chandels
of Iaijakbhuakti, Chedi of Kalchuri,
Pacmines of Malwa, Guhils of castern
Rajputana amd Chauhans off Shakam-
khari,

PALA DYNASTY

It is significant that the Palas do
nol trace thels descent from any
amcienl beva. We merely learn [ram
am inscriptian disonversd af Khiliem-
pus char ihe Fala dvoasty, 2o called
becanse the name of all its members
had the lermination  Pala, sprang
from one Davitavinsw, whose som
wias Wapyata, Frobably this shows
that the laceily rege from humbla
beginnings, and hod no illustrioes
apcesty, Later an, however, aleaipes
were made 1o coameet it with sea af
the Sun.
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The foundation of Pala dynasty
aboil the middle ol the Kb ceniary
A0 marks a new epoch in the
hiswory af Bengal. After the death of
Shashunk abouy cenlury, there was
lack of o ceniral nuthority in Bengal
for Political instability continued.
Due en political wicenamnty there
prevatled anarchy in entire Bengal. Li
was urgently felt in Bengal that a
central suihariey was reguaned. The
people  selected Gopal through a
“Sabhha’ (Great oweting)d amid en-
thraned him as king, Gopal remeaved
all anarchy amd successfully rubed
over Bengal froms 750 ALD, o 770
AD. He became the founder of Pal
dynnsty  in Benpal. He was a
Kshalriva, His empire was extendes|
in eastern Bengal., The histarion
Lomn Taranuh writes that Gopal
built the Ffamous monastery  or
“Witnr" of Crlanpier.

Mharampal whe succesded Gopal
was o brave and illusirious king of
Pala dynasty. He mlesd from 710 10
E10 A.D. He bad o his credit many
achizvernents, He sent military expe-
ditions o some loreign countries,
Druring hix time, the Roshimkuiz and
Fratihor rulers were bus:,' in consnli-
dating their sicength and expanding
their kingdom, It was quite obvipus
that both of them had to clash with
Dharacspal, Dharampal invaded
Eannanj ond defeaied Indrayudh, He
had enthroned Chakrayudl on the
thronz of Kannouwy. His suzerainity
was acknowledged by Bhaj, Mutsya,
Bhadra. Kuru, Yadu, Yavan, Avanii
axl Garelhar states, Dharampal estah-

lishest his pewer in north Incia, He is
ol i "m m i

In this banle, THharampal was defanr-
ed. Magbhaia, afier some fme, was
clelzated by Ciowvind 111 So Tharampal
did moi bear a heavy loss, In
Swiyambhoo Puran, it is referred
that Dharampal conguered Nepal and
adopied the tule of ‘Parmeshwar,
Param Bhattarak” and “Maharaja-
dhira)’. Dharampnl founded the
Vikramshila Univerdaty amd built the
Sompur Vihas. He estahlished the
Ochunipor Buddhist YVihar which
earned great repukation,

Afer Dharamgal, his son Devpal
ruled from &0 e %50 A, He
extended his empire and cstabliched
his pewer in nonh India, He can-
guered Progjvotishpur and delzmed
the Ciurjur and Dravida rolers. His
brother Jaipal and other Family
members were his main supporiers.
Rambhadra, the son of Naghkhapa 11
ancl Amoghvarsh, his grondson wera
defeated by Devpal. He was a preat
patron of Nuoddhism. He provided
shelier fo the Bwddhist monks. e
dovated Tive villages for the mainte-
nince of Vihar construcied by
Balpuirasdesva. Devpal built 2 number
of Wihars and termples of Buddha.

Alter Devpal, Vigrahpal ascend-
el the throne. He abducted the throme
afler three or four vears and hecame a
Sanyasi, After him, Naroyanpal he-
came the king and ruled about fifty
years. The Kingdom faced many ups
anel bwns asd at a time his Kinprom
shrunk to the region of Nenpal anly,
In his loter years, he reconguered the
lat territories. In 908 A D, just he-
Tore his desth he established his
power in Bihar and Eumsu.l,

the Kalchori muler Kamnadev. Bur the
Frofessor of YVikrumshila Decpankar
Shri Gyan pave sheller io Kama. The
raler of Kosala, Maohasiv Guma also
had ro face Nepal's invasion.

Druning the time of Vigrahpal 111,
clashes berween the Pnals and the
Ealchuris became the order of the
day. Kamadey agan mvaded the Fal
ruler bt he himeelf was defeaed. e
marcied lis dawghier, Yovanshoee 1a
Vigrahpal III. In 1062 AT, the
Chalukva mler Vikramaditva Y1
defemted Vigrahpal 10T whas «discd in
[OT0 A1, After him three ralers—
Mauhipal IT, Sukbpal and Rampal
beeame kings, but Sukhpal muled only
for twn years and Rampal was the
Lust successful ruber of this dynasty,
He had defemed the leader of Kaiven
named Bhim. He had alsn mmvagle=gl
upon Kamrup and Kalingn, Yodav
Verma triedd 1o secure his protection,
Hampal jumped into Ganges and
dical.

Kumarpal succeeded Rampal.
His minister Vidyadeva suppressed
the rebellion which ocurred in Kammp
and then established his independem
Einpdom there. All rulers were in-
capahle and weak after Rnmpal. The
rise of feudal lords imo inde pendent
rulers and the emerpence of Vijay Sen
limited the Pala dynasty. The last of
the Pala rulers was Govindpal whose
reference has been found o oan
inscription of 1175 A.D.

TRIPARTITE
STRUGGLE
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..En[rr;l [ipdia, 11 was vER
f-:l 1 situation in she midst of f_'il:mgr-
4y Y amua- S0 the Gurjar Pratl liars

1o OCCUpY |_|.

Rashirakuls.

copgles] flag in morth India. psed 10

fight with these (Wi powers. ". there-
fare assumedl the shape of 2 tripartile
siruggle. 1118 notabile that by partel
pating in Wese wars, Rashirakuls
hecame the Tirsl southern power 10
ingerfere in the politics af norih India
apd the first southerm power Lo attack
parth India, They played the same
role as later Was played by the
Marathas in 181h ceniiry-

Ta establish their ascemndancy
upan Kannauj, ye Gurjar Pratilsars
were very keen and restless. The
Rashirakuts had become all powerful
and were hammering regulary on the
Gurjar Pratihars, 50 they decided to
gstablish themselves al a distance

Tripartite Rulers

{sion of & SUUERIE = - - a
3l and Vatsaraj. In e eantime.

hirakutl King Dhruva also
J!:::n:lriﬂrfnﬂd'l.h inadia. He first defeated
the Gurjar Pratihar and drove
Vatsaraj 1o Rajputand- Afterwartds he
defeated Dharampal in the plal‘m: of
Doab, siluated in the midst of Gangi

and Y amuna. For the ascendaney of

Kannauj, a long strugele thus started.
The interfersnce of the

trakuts in the palitics af north India.
proved af - mmediate benelit 10
Dharampal becauss after the defeal
of Gurjar Pratihars al the hands of
Rashtrakuts had led 1o @ fall in their
prestige and power. When the
Rashtrakul ruler Dhruva relurned 1o
south India after his conquest of
norih, Dharampal snatched the oppar-
unily 1o invade Kannauj. He defeated
Indrayudh and enthroned Chakrayudh

B Fﬂn-_ltdrﬁ_ FPratihara Hulers Rashtrakuta Hubers
| Dharampals T EW =
(TRO-E13 AD.) (7E3 AD) (779-793 A.D.)
| 2 Devapala 2. MNagahhatia 2. Govinda Il
(B15-B55 A D) (815 A0} (793-B13 A D)
3. Vighrapala 3, Ramhhadra 3. Amaghavarsha
2 E;f:::_m i (d14-B77 A.D.)
hoja 4. Knshna Il
(56915 A D) (26-B85 A D) (B71-014 A D)
5. Mahendrapala
(BES-910 AL
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[ Other Prominent Rajput States |

Chandelas of Jijakbhukti

There is no definile view acoep-
ted by mall ihe historians regarding
thelr origin, Dilferent theories pro-
pounded about their ongm are as
fallows :

1. Inscriptional evidence describe
them as the Kshatriyas of Chandra-
vansi. According to Chandbardai,
they were borm out of 3 Brahmin girl
Hemavat: and bMoon, Acoording 1o
V. A. Smith they were mixiune of
Gonds, Bhars and Gahadwvals,

2. The eciginal home of the
Chandellas were Khajurabo, Chhat-
tarpur, Mahoba, Kalinjar, Rajgarh cic,
Nansuka was the first puler of this
dynasty. The other important nulers af
this dynasty includes Vakapati, Jaya-
aakti, Yasovarman, Ganda, Yidhya-
dhar, Vijaipol etc, Parmards was the
last important ruker of the Chandellas
who was delcated by Frithvieaj
Chauhan.

3. Chandella dynasty immensely
contrabwted o thee feld of A ond
architectare, Joganika's compoesation
of *Alaba-ldal® B o famous boak
writken during the reign of Parmiand:.
The Chandellas ars chiefly known for
the l:rnp]ns af Hh.tjur:]'bﬂ- Fart of
Kalinjar, palece of Maohoba eic,

The Paramaras

In the beginning, ithe Pratihars
possessed Molwa but afier their
dowenfall, the Parmar dynasiy cap-
tured if. Vakpoti [T and Blaoja were
two prominent kings of Parmar
alymaszy. Vakpart 11 rubed from 973
to 996 AT}, During his period. the
military serengih of Malwa iereased
much and lot of development took
place in cullural field, The bownd-
aries of his empire spread Far and
wide., Afier Vokpati 11, Sindhuraj
rulexd for some years, After Sindhuraj,

Bhoy became the king who was
the mosi powerful king of this
dynasiy. He muled from 1000 0 1055
AD. i.e.. shaut 45 years, During his
time, e fought many wiars and con-
quened Chedi, Kamad, Laa, Turashi
ebe. Bhnja fought thronghout his Life,

Medieval India / 11/ 2

Besides being n great ruler and
congueror, Bhop was a great poet,
schalar and a lover of art and Iner-
ature. He hos been described as
Kavirad. His wife Arundhats was also
a greal scholar, He accorded patron-
age ta scholars like Dharampala,
Solhara and poetess Sita. After Bhoja
many rilers succeeded him but all
were weak and incapable. In 1133
AD. Malwn was capiured by the
Chalukya ruber. Jai Singh Siddhraj.
Till 1155 A.D. Malwa remained
under  Chalukyas. Buw  Vindhya
Verman of the Parmar clan defeated
the Chalukya king Moolraj 11 and
captured again the region of Malwa,
Al the time of the invasion of
Muhammed Ghori, Viedhya Varman
ruled over Malwa. He died in 1193
ATY, In the thineemh cenury, Malwa
came wnder hMuslim mle,

Chalukvas of Anhilwara

Thi: Chalukyas ane alse called as
Solankis dymasty. Thiz state of
Chalukyas had much significance be-
cause the forcipners (Muslims) muled
over the nosih-westermn regions af this
state. The bravest and ablest miler of
thiz dynasty was Jai Singh Skddhraj
who ruled from 1094 1o 1142 A,
He suecesafully tried o extemd the
fronticrs of his empire. Afier him in
1143 A D, Kamarpal become the
kinp of Chalukyas, He defeated the
king of Konkan named Mallikarjuna,
He also conguerad the ruler of Ajmer
named  Arsoraj. He | caplused
Saurnshera, Afer him Agaypal ruled
fram 1173 to 1IT6 over ihis region,
His son Maoalraj 11, succeeded him as
ruler of Anhilwara, During his 1ime
Mahmud Ghon attacked on lodia.
Moolraj defeated him in a war. Afier
his deah Bhim 11 swcceeded him, He
bravely foced the invasion of
Quiuhuddin Aibak and forced him in
o back,

Senas

The Senas, who gave the death
blow 1o the Pala power in Bengal
were probably of Southern ocigin.
The founder of the dynasty, Saman-
tnscnd, B described 2z descendent of

as Brahma-Kshatriyas which signi-
fics that the Scnas were at first
Brahmans, but subsequently adopled
the military profession ond became
Eshatriyns,

Vijayasena —Grandson of Sa-
manta sena, brought the family into
prominence during his bong reign of
over sixly I'wo years. Vijayasena
drove out the Palas from Monbern
Bengal. He extended his authority
over Eastern Bengal also, He defea-
ted 8 pumber of his contemporanes,
the chiel among ihem being MNanya-
deva of Tirhut and the kings of
Komarupa and Kalinga,

Vallalsena—He succesdsd his
gon, Vallalasena, whoss mother was
vilasadevi, a princes of the sura line
of western Bengal. Traditions affarm
that he intradoced Kulirism and re-
organised the coste-systém in West
Bengal,

Lakshmanasena— Lakshmana-
sepa or Bai Lakhmaniya was the last
importast member of the dviasty, He
it credited with exlensive comguesis,
Buoe if the Moslem hisiorions deserve
any credence, he must have been
extremely cavem hearied man, for he
fed, as has been tokd, from the hack
dhoor without offering any resistance,
ut the approach of Mohammad iba
Bakhvar Khilji. After his death, the
Senas continued 1o exercise amhorily
o eastern Bengal, for almost ancdher
holf o cendury when it wltimiiely
passed into the hands of the Moslims,

In foct the Senas were generous
and devour Slaiva. They ook many
tacks for the wellnre of the common
being. They excavaled an amificial
Lake, amd built o splendid temiple of
Fradyumnesvara Siva ai Deopara,
Besides, vallalsena was also Shaiva
and he is said 1o have compiled wo
well known works, the "Danosagar’
and the Abhurasopara, Unider the
puidance of his preceptor. On ihe top
of everything, Laxman encournged
the cultivation of lierary hands.
Amang the lierary omaments of his
courl, Dhokiya, who wrome the
Pavan-duta and Jasdev, the celebsated
nuther of the Gita Govinda deserve
Epecial menlion. Laxmanasena
himsell was something of a poet,
because he i credied to have com-
pleted the Adbhuta-Sagara, begun by
his Father.,
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Gurjar Pratiharas rulers and some facts about them
1. Naghhatt 1 —  He was the faunder of the Gurjar Praribae siate, During his time, the Arabs invaded upan India,
The Gwalior inscription 1clls that ke defeated the Arbs,
Kakkuk —  He was nephew and successor of Magbhast,
Devraj —  He was vounger hrother of Kakkuk and a follower of Yaishnay Cull.
Vialsari] —  He extended the empire and cosgoered Rappuana and Kannaaj. He conguered Dhacampal. He was
defeared by the Rashirnkut ruler, Dhreva.
3 s - : Birclly, Widasrkh, Ealing,
i —  He chanped the capital from Ufjain o Kannauj. He subjupated Amndhra, Sirch i
% T Mt:lu.-u- Ej‘uruup nnII; Vatsa, He was defeated by Gohind 111 in 802. He defeated Dharampal in
heyr,
Moonghey . F Nagbhatt I and many kingdoms declared their freedam,
6. Raj Bhodra —  He was the weak succesior & : - g . Lhat
: +d hi tapted the title of Adi Varsh and Frabhas,
PR He was san of Rumbhadra and he succeeded him, He adaple <o utana nrd Sournshans
E huueena) N He d.:f.;r.u.:-d Eundelikhand, Guhil and Kalchuris. e pomguered southen Bappurani : :
7 { | lard of Mikithhaj.
R . 'm' hhoj. He defeated Pals asd caplured Bengal. e cnnguered the
Fal —  He was son and successor of Mihirbhoj. :
&%. Mahendra P Rachirakutas, He gave paironage o the poet Raj Shazlk foar.
0o 412 AL,
j 11 —  He ruled from 91 ; sed the theene.
% th{ mpariant event oceuned and afier him no weahy i un-r"_d ; Chandila naler
10. Mahipal Mo impe i i He ram away and was killed by
- I During his time, Mahmod Ghazni invaded Kannat).
11 Rajyapa T o Ghari.
A, YO i Vidya Dhor. He had L face the invasion of Mohammad Ghors
ochanpsl  — Hewas appoinied the King e werful ruler af this dypasty
2 T F h it spread upto Peshawac and - mOStPUECS o whe defeated
Sipdh--1n 8th century the Arabs ;‘?:;km in 1186 Mohammad Ghon 1II|;:ET |rl:;E|:r|=H5nl'5- Mis preat grand-
S cindh. Afirthem Mahmud  STCEV S capital of Punjab  the T80 Tt ndra, whe was the
S i d. i Later. the Sumrd '_“m:.h t-r:F:mu:l eccupied it. The Igoal1ney ““I-: noanj when Mahammad
i ﬁtugf' a sect captured it. ul L;.izﬁk Khuscau was imprisaacd ::E;: rr;::.-.v:d.::l Indiy contcmperany
of The 1 raler rhin R i A% a
rulers h of Siadh, o4 hedied in 1192 historians have ;l-u:m.:rlh-tﬂ__l""’: '1:15
Multan —In nor jah Origin eful king of porth India. He
Multan is gituatcd in wﬁ:fm Fumi:;:i Theories of Rafpet E:'.Tu: ruler of Kannaul. lHe ‘-'":"
: . the Karmalhid e ——— od Ghari in the
[n 12th “mr'ri;dt:]heir kingdom i1 gappign Origin defeated by Mrj:m.::wd ’
Muslims 1::41-'ﬂl:l I::“-g also Shias. When K shatriya Origin hattle of Chancdawar. _ e
Multan. They W8 - ded India, they | = L Chedi—Kalchuris raleC ot
Mohammad Ghert 1 3, Indizn Origin and their capial was Tripy
. ruling aver Mulian. - igin Chedi icley, Gamgey-
were ruling 4. Apnikul O7E o nder was Vamrd .
1 aI--F:I d o o Nllired CITEEAM [ts fOUMOEE " i Wama ¢ cons
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