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Church in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries

715 Western Europe: The Crusades

sades were great military expedilions that were carried on ntermittent]y ¢,
e f::er;turies for thegrrecovery 03*:E the Holy land of Jerusalem from the hands of the
tw'ﬂi-;lil"ﬂs. The history of the Muslim occupation of Jerusalem went back to the seventh
Mumry, to the reign of Caliph Omar. In 1071 A-Dy the whole of Palestine fell intq the
cends of the Turks, following the Battle of Manzikert. Between 1096 and 1293 g ht
han ditions were led by the Christian princes and feudal lords of Europe fl)ri)}
exPi;ery of Jerusalem. The Chgistian knights attached red Crosses to their shirte h.e “-3,
:ﬁg; were called the Crusaders. e

@ 71.5.1 Causes of Cfusades /

The cau
—{ ses of the Crusades were religioys,

olitical, economic and social.

ﬂ The religious causes:( The fthSﬁans 1wished to take revep
uslims for the occupatian of their Holy Land. The Selju e
;:;Irusalem in 1076 A.D. The Christi.arf pilgrims found that th]eilr( ;ﬁigiﬁi;g
become far more dangerous and difficult than they had been under the Etjol :
Arabs. Stories of the desecration and destruction of churches and the indi If.ltﬁ_‘nt
heaped upon the Patriarqh of Jerusalem caused great Enies
Pilgrims who managed to find their way to Jerusalem cam
accounts of the torture and wrongdoings of the Turks. In the medieval period
‘religion occupied an important place in the life of the people and thel; WEré

enraged by the accounts they hear They were quick to i
of Pope Urban II for a crusade or holy war. | pona to the appeals

However, the actual reason for the Crusades was the animosity between Islam
and Christianity, which was of long standing. The long centuries of Muslim

8¢ upon the

] . 7 following the
conversion of various barbarian tribes. According to the medieval way of

thinking, battles were the only answer to the problem.

The political causesy/The conflicts between the Church of Rome and the Eastern
Roman Church had reavhed a high point in 1054, after which the relations between
the two had snapped. As a result, the influence of the Roman Church was at its
lowest point. @ Role of Pope Urban II: Pope Urban II thought that one way by
Which he could revive the prestige of the Church was through a religious war.
After the battle of Manzikert, the Turks had established their hold over large parts

-

Scanned with CamScanner



lexis g 4
e 13 of Asia Minor and the Mediterranean. The position of Alexig L, the By {
tE tem Roman Empire, was threatened by the Turks ag well nt]pe
| tr?;es from the east. He now :{p';::ealec’:r 1tﬂ tl;e ngfe fn{r {lelp again he
Pope Urban 11 responded po.51t1v'e1y. . uli:s ‘10 utsat s cane
fudal sys{gm; The leitiCﬁl situation In (;JIIOP? “as. also re
Crusades. By the eleventh century, the feu ad System in Euro
oreat confusion. The princes, feudal lords and petty chiefs wer
in conflicts and warfare but there was no real outlft for their 4
skilfully utilised the energies and ambitions (21 the wa
Europe and channelled them towards the Crusade.
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&3 The economic causes:(The eleventh century saw various eConom,
arising in Europe. These wWere also respt.anSIbl.e for the Crusadeg, Cre:nges
gaining fresh territory: With the population rise of the eleventy centy Mgt |

stagnation of the manorial system, many of tf}e feudal l'ords had e r}t] ang

upon hard times. But there were few avenues for expansion or chances for(;rfall
acquisition of land in Europe. So, the feudal lords dream.t of gaining frEsh
territory in the East and becoming rich once more. @ Promjses of freegop freash

bonded labour: This dream also motivated the lower classes. The Serfs 4,

motivated to join the Crusades by promises of freedom from bonded abour y, h@re

they returned. Those suffering under a load of debt hoped to earn en ugh to frin
themselves from the burden. The poor people also felt that they ha Nothing te

lose. They might in fact earn some money away f 0

rom the manor. REEaining
control over the Mediterranean trade route: During this period, trade ws once agai,

on the rise. The Mediterranean was the main channel for trade between the Eagt
and the West. But ever since the Turks had established their supremacy in the
Mediterranean region, the European traders were facing great difficulties and
massive losses in trade. The merchants of Venice, Pisa and Genoa were eagerty
P regain control over the Mediterranean and win back their trade. For thig reason,

they participated in the Fourth Crusade.

I The social causes:(All the feudal clas

ses were dreaming of breaking out of the
stagnant feudal system and making so

me improvements in their life. The love for
adventure motivated the people. They began to dream of change and joined the

crusades with tremendous enthusiasm. @ Endeavour of the Knights: The brave and
well-trained knights of medieval Europe had adopted the ideals of chivalry. They
were ready to sacrifice their lives for the sake of an ideal. These knights were
greatly attracted to the ideal of saving the Holy Land from the hands of the.
Muslim infidels. The priests were also eager to harness the energies of these brave

ghts were the main source of strength of the:

preached by Pope Urban II at Clermont in }093
The Pope addressed the Frenchmen as the ‘race chosen and beloved by God' an

appealed to them to destroy the Turk§N\More important, he pointed out that the
Crusades provided a 9\4

great opportunityfor material advancement. He “rgEd;h;
people to seek fresh land and Opportunities in the Holy land as Europe 35
become saturated. He also sought to stop the ‘madness of private war’ which W&

the curse of Europe, by calling upon the knights to either give their swords 1“3:
service of God, or to lay them down. Thus Europe was galvanized into ™
Crusades.

Scanned with CamScanner



yi e SR -

7152 The Crusades From 1096 A.D. to 1291 A.D., eight crusades or holy
' . Four of them were major wars while the last four were minor ones.
sted from 1096 to 1099.
First Crusade : In 1095 A.D., the Eastern Roman Emperor Alexds T asked
“ s Urban I for military help to regain the control of Jerusalem from the Turks.
Pope yrban II called an assembly R — Po—
.PDI::le French town of Clermont. : i o
e ealed to the French knights
Het:legp up arms against Turks and
;?ee the churches of the 1-_Ioly Land
as well as all of Asia Minor from
rkish hands. Almost 60,000
Erlizsaders answered the (;all. A
eat many went to Palestine via
Constantinople, many others fcook
the sea route 0 reach Asia Minor.

's was known as the ‘peoples’
crusade. Though these crusaders were defeated by the Turks, the next batch of

crusaders, which was composed of the knights, captured Antioch in 1098 A.D. The
knights set up 2 free Christian state in Antioch. In 1099 A.D., they were able to

apture Jerusalem. The 400 year-odd Islamic domination of Jerusalem was
L rought to an ond. The crusaders carried out terrible crimes against the Turks. The
rankish knight Godfrey set up an independent state in Jerusalem. Some other
areas were freed from the control of the Turks and a few more independent states
came up in the area. Among them the prominent ones were Edissa and Tripoli.

The Second Crusade : In 1144 A.D., the Seljuk Turk commander Imaddudin
Zangi recaptured the free state of Edissa. When this news reached Europe, the
Christian lords of Europe began to prepare for a second crusade. In 1147, Pope
Eugene III announced the Second Crusade. After that, the king of Germany
Conrad 11l and the king of France, Louis VII advanced towards Edissa with their
feudal lords. But their troops were decimated by the Turkish army in Asia Minor
and just a handful of them somehow reached Antioch. The Crusaders made no
more attempts to reach Edissa, but moved towards Damascus, taking the
Christians from Jerusalem with them. But they were defeated by the Turkish
forces near Jerusalem and they had no option but to return to Jerusalem. This
Crusade ended in failure.

[El] The Third Crusade: In 1187 A.D., Saladin, the Sultan of Egypt and Syria, defeated
the crusaders and recaptured Jerusalem and its surrounding areas. In 1187, Pope
Gregory VIII gave the call for the Third Crusade. The Holy Roman Emperor,
Frederick Barbarossa, King Richard of England, also known as the Lion-heart and
Philip II of Spain responded to his appeal. This was the largest Crusade ever to
leave for the Holy Land. It was a disaster right from the beginning. There was no
unity among the European heads of state. Barbarossa left for the Holy Land on
his own. The rulers of England and France went together but quarreled on the
way. Barbarossa was killed in an accident in Asia Minor. The other two rulers lost
many soldiers to a fatal epidemic. They also suffered defeat at the hands of
Saladin’s troops. In spite of their reverses, the Crusaders could recover extensive
areas in Palestine. But Jerusalem was out of their reach. Richard the Lion-heart
displayed exemplary courage during the battles. A treaty was signed between
Sultan Saladin and the Crusaders. The terms were that Jerusalem would remain

- = i 4 R o
Capture of Jerusalem under the First Crusade
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in the hands of the Turks, but the Christians would have the rigp,; i .
holy place on pilgrimage. It is worth noting that Saladin displayay . Visit th

generalship as well as humanism far superior to those of the Crusaq eg;"aliti@se;ti

I8 The Fourth Crusade: After the Third Crusade, Europe seemeq "
enthusiasm for the Crusades. But in 1202 A.D., another crusade v, T lli‘lse he,
under the guidance of Pope Innocent II¥. This was a Very mixeq aun%d
crusaders. The knights of France took an active part along with the orae grgup '
Piedmont in Italy, Flanders in Belgium and some areas of Germaers fron
merchants of Venice and other Italian cities took active part in the Crugy 0. The
out of their economic interest in regaining control over the Mediterrane e
route. The crusaders were unable to reach Palestine. Instead, they attaa?; ade.
Byzantine Empire, laid siege to Constantinople and looted the city, T;e!;d e
alsy |

established their control over some areas of Greece.

T8 The Fifth Crusade: In 1215, the Lateran Council of the Church dec;
another expedition to the Holy Land. This time, most of the crusader
Austria, Hungary and the central part of Europe. About 32,000 men
Ayubid kingdom in Egypt in 1217. But the troops of the Egyptian Sult
attacked the crusaders in the dark of night and destroyed them cq
crusaders were unable to fulfil their goal.

[ The Sixth Crusade: In 1228, another group of crusaders went to Palestine led b
the Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick II. This time the Pope did not support thy
expedition. The crusaders were able to seize Jerusalem, Nazareth and Bethleheme
Frederick II even took the title of the Emperor of Jerusalem. But the M :
regained control over the Holy Land in 1244.

L7/ The Last two Crusades: The Muslim victory in Jerusalem made it necessary for

Europeans to mount another offensive against the infidels. In this war, (1248) the
Egyptians were aided by various Muslim tribes like the Bahri, Mameluke, Qutyj
Aibak and others. The crusaders were led by King Louis IX of France. But he was
defeated and imprisoned by the enemy. France had to pay a ransom equivalent
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EEcunamiC changes{ In the medieval period

.o tha ¢ rar{ A
T pPeror o € ye . 5ht against treme neat,
Llﬂfcked Tunisia and Neopj, \foOther attempt to hgn:i EE pear the extrerl After
g the cpidumiCS that SPread ica. But his troops coul _n ¥ died in Tunisia. «Ln
RO refeat of this Crusade ¢ through their camps. Louis D .nd in Syria-
the defea € the : suy Sl e to an en . i ISic]
. wards the end of the 1. "4l of the Christians cam .~c dving out 1t
L iy intellectua] [ “Mh century, the crusading zeal Was 2 0. & o ==
Europe. e i __rl clj ate of ‘\-‘1} ury, - il cha_ngmg in the ! "1 arly .
cenmmjﬁ"r}zh(ﬁ;?bm'Shmn for ml’:gir nea':e:;n Eu;ozet;; oarlv Crusades was € e e
. - » ar]- ¥ i o # ¥ =
waning. 1he e = ’“‘{f: OF martia) adrﬂm . -as also replaced DY e ic 72
to settle d”wd tha quiet |if,. e 1al a x{nqurr. w u-f li' along with economu Iy
s e the .. 'NOre practical view of life, along istians. —=
il B Tf’nturie" cr?sad&r b apreir :;i'cu oﬂ;nt ﬁt'GI:I. to devout Christians g
The two g:i' ; I.} Of contact W e lm};? 3 ' dampened some Of Fhe 44
hostility and intolerance of ¢, earlier +; e Muslims ha ; P litv of leaders like -
Galadin had aroused adm; €T times, even as the personalit]

fation

_ - 3 : ras slowly
put surely emerging fron, the N the Western world. Finally, Europe was

i ] i

i erip : it tagnation tha
ade up t'hcf age of feudalispy. End Jd of economic and political sn tghle.i o
interest left in Europe for Fros ¢r these changing circumstances,

R crusades in the fourteenth century.

: ——(The histor; _ ” d xerted
: uch an influence orian Myers observes, “The Crusades e

indlredlt};\:t they cnnst—i:_ur:f:c UPOn the institutions and life of the people qf Western
ope a great landmark in the history of civilisation’.ince the

Furop s
Al Palestine, the Crusades have also been deferibed as

pristians were unable to reg
ieval chapte ;
he medieva’ CRaPter of the long standing conflict betysee. the East and the West'.
rusades dealt a bl

itical changes (
n Psl}:tlf'loblcs wio Se;fhe = oW to the system of feudalism. Many
OfttJ fhe hands of the E:Jrf O'r‘Il 4 Erusades never returned. Their estates often came
in . 8- In other ca =
pmpf:rty with the merchants a Ses, many feudal lords had mortgaged their

i : nd usurers to get the necessarv fund for the
Crusades. The failure of the Crusades ruined these people. Yet others returned

from the crusades totally bankrupl Thus, the nobility w :
: , as greatly reduced in
numbers and weakened in Powey, though the kings of Eum%e bezeﬁtted from

the situation. With the decline of the feudal lords, t FANT T :
of national monarchies in Europe. s, the w ay was clear for the rise

The participation of people from different parts of Eur i
must have made them aware of their mutua P Ope in the same crusade,

1 diff o .
st Erapiessand Cevmrenyimmiet uterences. The decision of the troops

agrarian. But as a resullof the Crusades, trade and manufacture began to flourish
in Europe once more. As the feudal structure became weak, the sgerfs fled :;n’c;
towns in search of independent employment. They now took up jobs as artisa E:s
end craftsmen. Thus, manufacture began to prosper. Cotton and woollen t 'ciln'
iron goods and other industries arosq extiles,
As the Mediterranean Sea was freed

from the control of the Musli
‘ _ ms and the
Western merchants established their Supremacy in the area, trade with the east

r‘.:egan to increase. Luxury items, s ices, gems, ca ets, fi xt

imported into Europe from the East.%lentygof gold ;Ed sﬂ*?;-effg;hﬁi %ﬁi: V:’;‘i
©untries made their way to the eastern countries. During the Crusades, a mgﬂe
group qf people settled down in Spots from where they could provide se::vices an%
sell their wares to the troops. Very soon, these settlements grew into towns.

'y |
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industry also resulted 1
i : , and industry _dlht‘l resu !
s P FeSaurmgenEnt guee oipe i“tm\'n::. As feudal lords becamg
Erowth of new towns and the revival of ol¢ -

.rs for their towns and began
weaker, the new merchants began to wrest charters for §an to

ini : : N anner. )
administer them 11"@““"19?‘-nd*“m = f the feudal lords saw the

§ ) ’ seline © - .

m Soclal GRAMtGEs: Y this pediuc, - d;t-li:ﬂ*i and traders. Firstly, with the
3 % 101 CIe = . S t
ine rise of the class of n . {il‘ﬂdt‘r-"' came up, not only

girraerfigl:icmf té;"ide a class of prosperous nw,-.;]mntr-_d‘:]‘m in Antwerp, i’landurg

i Ph Italian (cih'é": lik;.' Venice and, Genod, b .':udll lords often hm'rnwed’

in the alla 5 k R ‘CCUI““V! the fc . . 1‘ hoe

Barcelona and other towns of Europe. B - ades. Many of these lordg

- £ » Crus

. - - v &Y =1 b4 vcl’{ tt:lr. tl‘{.. . e : . '

money against their lands when 1ﬂ1'::$ut repay their loans. As a result, the creditors,
died in the Holy Land, many coul .

B ] YO AIMMOouUn t__i.. Uf ]
N : the merchant class, 0% b aReg & ljlifb:oura of l)‘\.‘\.rfiln'.;l'
Lll III fr z L [ R Dl . .: .
T mDm 1t wealthy, and in fact, became the nLj‘l lifferent ltj'rom rtl:n
o : SRy YUEEIC T — ite ¢
ow, thi bect:af ey t:h'iq - v class of urban workers, qu .
Europe. Apart from this, a nn as

dassif gerdsanee 1,05 O B Crusades, the women had to look after the |
When the men went away on the _‘em; the bread. This period is therefore

s A e famléle;d respect for, women in society.
associated with the growing power ol ¢

. . ) stige: The Popes were the ones whg |
7T !nFrease in the Zopersmpeﬂggl; ?«?is?ﬁw }gnighfs and feudal lords responded :
lmgfl t?d theeg‘lrz:?i ffﬂ?ed the Crusades. Thus, the power and the F’r‘{StlSC fJf the
Itjc.::npezlilac}rjgased vasJﬂy in the Christian x'vorld. The role of t!:le. PO[;EZ 1;\ trglng -tg i
protect the Christians from the Muslims gave them undisputed leadership

among the Christians. Q\
e

5 Intellectual advantages: (Before the Crusades,_ the Muslim WO!_‘ld was more
advanced in learning, sciences-and in many other 11_1tellectual pl{I‘Sll‘ltE?. _But_ durmg
the Crusades, the Christians came into contact with the lsl'armc: c1\-*1115z1t1.0n and
began to be influenced by their advanced culture. Many Asian technologies and
inventions such as the manufacture of paper, gunpowder, glass, the compass
and other inventions reached Europe. @ In the field of science and literature: The

works of Islamic scholars like Ibn Senna, Ibn Rushdi, Al-khwarizmi and others
became known to the Europeans. These Arab scholars were masters of
medicine, mathematics, alchemy and other such subjegts. Many of these
subjects were now studied in the European universities;lt was through the
translations of the Muslim scholars that Europeans came fo read the works of
Aristotle and other Greek scholars. The Indian system of numbers, the decimal
system and the mathematics of Aryabhatta also reached the West through the
Arabs, u:'ho were studying these texts in Damascus and Baghdad. The influence
of Islamic scholars on European literature could also be seen. Oriental works like

The Arabian Nights’ or the ‘Panchatantra’ came to be kpnown in Europe. Such

works exerted a great influence on European literature. @(In the field of exploratior

The Crusades gave inceni
i Jed o thge s centives to the Europeans to travel, he spirit of adventure

were themselves th.eElges of exploration like those of Marco Polo and Columbv®

outcome . Ao
travel, the Crusades broke olo*.«,r?}lc the Crusades. By making men accustomed !

the narrow w S s ene

Up anew era. Durine thic e walls of provincialism and opef
anl : r

to.l‘frant broadmindeq Bet Ce: The Crusades made the Europeans mor ;

.
critical of the eore the Crusades, the Christians were bﬂ!t;{e
Islamic Civilisation and many a fafi’sgegan to appreciate the achievements r

nDﬁOl’l was g : ’ : t bene™™
radicated. The greates
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however, was the expansion of the intellectual horizon of Europe and its rejection

of narrowness and insularity. This created the background for the Renaissance,
which occurred within the space of a century after the Crusades.

'74.5.4 Conclusion _
s Jhe Crusades thus influenced practically every field of

life in Europe. As a result of the Crusadgs, far-r_eaching political, economic and social
changes began to take place, which culminated in the end of the medieval age and the
pirth of the Modern Age. With the breakdown of feudalism and the emergence of a
prosperous middle class, with the expansion of trade

monarchy, Europe was firmly_set on the path of progr

eeis? Europe had to thank the
[slamic world for much of this progress, because the inte{ectual interaction with the
superior Muslim world had enabled Europe to derive many advantages. In spite of the

poverty and decline caused by two centuries of conflict, Europe now took steps to
create a new society. However, the Muslims, who had begun with an advantage failed

to keep that advantage and gradually fell behind Europe in all fields. It may rightly
be said that the manifold results of the Crusades led Europe towards her Renaissance.

and the rise of a national
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