sadi European Middle Ages,

500-1200

Previewing Main Ideas

[EMPIRE BUILDING| In western Europe, the Roman Empire had broken into
many small kingdoms. During the Middle Ages, Charlemagne and Otto the
Great tried to revive the idea of empire. Both allied with the Church.
Geography Study the maps. What were the six major kingdoms in western
Europe about A.p. 5007

| POWER AND AUTHORITY | Weak rulers and the decline of central authority
led to a feudal system in which local lords with large estates assumed power.
This led to struggles over power with the Church.

Geography Study the time line and the map. The ruler of what kingdom
was crowned emperor by Pope Leo III?

[RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL SYSTEMS | During the Middle Ages, the Church
was a unifying force. It shaped people’s beliefs and guided their daily lives.
Most Europeans at this time shared a common bond of faith.

Geography Find Rome, the seat of the Roman Catholic Church, on the
map. In what kingdom was it located after the fall of the Roman Empire

in A.D, 4767
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You are living in the countryside of western Europe during the 1100s. Like
about 90 percent of the population, you are a peasant working the land. Your
family’s hut 1s located in a small village on your lord’s estate. The lord provides
all your basic needs. including housing, food, and protection. Especially
important is his protection from invaders who repeatedly strike Europe.

o For safety, peasants
retreat behind the

castle walls during
attacks.

9 Peasants owe
their lord two or
three days' labor
every week farming
his land.

€) This peasant feels
that the right to stay
on his lord’s land is
more important than
his freedom to leave.

) Peasants cannot marry
without their lord's
consent.
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EXAMINING zhe ISSUES

* What is secure about your world?

* How is your life limited?

As a class, discuss these questions. In your discussion, think about
other people who have limited power over their lives. As you read
about the lot of European peasants in this chapter, see how their living
arrangements determine their role in society and shape their beliefs.
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Charlemagne’s empire.

SETTING THE STAGE The gradual decline of the Roman Empire ushered in
an era of European history called the Middle Ages. or the medieval period. It
spanned the years from about 500 to 1500. During these centuries, a new society
slowly emerged. It had roots in: (1) the classical heritage of Rome, (2) the beliefs
of the Roman Catholic Church, and (3) the customs of various Germanic tribes.

Invasions of Western Europe TAKING NOTES

A iy ) Following Chronological
In the fifth century, Germanic invaders overran the western half of the Roman g 000\ o important

Empire (see map on page 351). Repeated invasions and constant warfare caused  eyents in the unification of

a series of changes that altered the economy, government, and culture: the Germanic kingdoms.
« Disruption of Trade Merchants faced invasions from both land and sea.
Their businesses collapsed. The breakdown of trade destroyed Europe’s 500

cities as economic centers. Money became scarce. |
« Downfall of Cities With the fall of the Roman Empire. cities were

abandoned as centers of administration. L —
« Population Shifts As Roman centers of trade and government collapsed,

nobles retreated to the rural areas. Roman cities were left without strong

leadership. Other city dwellers also fled to the countryside, where they grew

their own food. The population of western Europe became mostly rural.

The Decline of Learning The Germanic invaders who stormed Rome could not
read or write. Among Romans themselves, the level of learning sank sharply as
more and more families left for rural areas. Few people except priests and other
church officials were literate. Knowledge of Greek, long important in Roman
culture, was almost lost. Few people could read Greek works of literature, sci-
ence, and philosophy. The Germanic tribes, though, had a rich oral tradition of
songs and legends. But they had no written language.

Loss of a Common Language As German-speaking peoples mixed with the
Roman population, Latin changed. While it was still an official language, it was no
longer understood. Different dialects developed as new words and phrases became
part of everyday speech. By the 800s, French, Spanish, and other Roman-based lan-
guages had evolved from Latin. The development of various languages mirrored the
continued breakup of a once-unified empire.
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